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Ministers at the Blessing of the Oils service. Turn to the centrespread for more pictures and the story behind the oils. (Photo: Tom Pilston) 
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fish enjoy the sun in this m 

gorgeous hand embroidered ji> 
cushion. 40cm square 
handloom cotton cover (from 
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News 



Standing together against the storms 


MORE than 40 million people globally 
have been forced to flee their homes but 
remain in their own countries. Those are 
people like the thousands in Haiti who 
regularly experience some of the worst 
natural disasters on earth. 

So, this Christian Aid Week, church 
goers are urged to support those people, 
by lobbying their MP, giving financial 
support and holding Big Brekkie events. 

The displaced people, like Vilia, 
outnumber refugees, those who flee 
across international borders, two to one. 
Vilia was left homeless by an earthquake 
in 2010. As she walked the streets she no 
longer recognised her neighbourhood, 
and was surrounded by falling wires and 
crumbling houses. Devastatingly, she 
never found her mother. 

For Vilia, her husband and their 
seven children, life became a struggle. 
Vilia is not alone. Eight years after the 
earthquake that hit the Haitian capital, 
Port-au-Prince, an estimated 38,000 


people are still displaced. They continue 
to face relentless earthquakes, storms and 
hurricanes. 

Hurricane Matthew, in November 
2016, wreaked further havoc across the 
south of the country, destroying up to 90 
per cent of some areas. Haiti narrowly 
escaped disaster when Hurricane Irma 
swept across the Caribbean in 2017, and 
its only a matter of time before the next 
hurricane strikes. 

Christian Aids partner KORAL 
helps people prepare for disasters. In 
the aftermath of the earthquake, they 
reached out to Vilia and built her and her 
family a new home strong enough to stand 
up to natural disasters. 

Ahead of Hurricane Matthew KORAL 
were able to warn local communities, 
helping evacuate around 5,000 families 
and saving many lives. In the immediate 
aftermath Christian Aid and KORAL 
distributed urgently-needed shelter kits, 
hygiene kits, food, seeds and cash transfers. 


And Vilia’s home could shelter 54 
people over several days. Yet KORAL 
has thousands more houses to build for 
families like hers, to provide them with 
safe places to weather the next disasters. 

Bishop Steven is supporting the 
campaign. He says: “Christian Aid Week 
is a collective act of Christian love and 
witness, raising millions of pounds to help 
those living in the poorest communities 
on the planet. This Christian Aid week 
churches across the country will stand 
together with the people of Haiti, 
and with all displaced people. Across 
Oxfordshire churches will be hosting Big 
Brekkie events, taking part in sponsored 
walks, and collecting from house to house 
as a sign that together we are stronger 
than the storms.” 

To support Christian Aid financially 
donate online at www.caweek.org or 
call 08080 006 006, or texting ‘GIVE’ to 
70040 to give £5. To lobby your MP go to: 
caid.org.uk/displaced 


Leading the 
way on Al 

By Steven Buckley 

ETHICS needs to be at the centre of 
the development and use of artificial 
intelligence (AI). 

That will be one of the main messages 
of a Government report set to be published 
on 16 April. The report comes from the 
Lords Select Committee on AI. Regular 
readers will know that Bishop Steven is 
a member of that committee. As well as 
announcing five core principles to form the 
basis of a cross-sector AI code, the report 
will suggest the UK can lead the way on 
ethical AI, something that could boost the 
country’s economy for years to come. 

The committee is unambiguous in 
its exploration of AI’s impact on jobs; 
significant Government investment in 
skills and training will be necessary, 
our children will need to be prepared 
for working with, and using, artificial 
intelligence, and retraining will become a 
lifelong necessity for us all. 

And with Facebook and others currently 
in the news, the 180-page report provides 
a timely exploration of data protection, the 
monopolisation of data, and transparency 
of AI decision making. The EU General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
provides the foundation for improvements 
in these areas, but new legislative 
frameworks are also needed. 

As Bishop Steven wrote in his blog 
recently, AI brings immense potential for 
good but also significant potential for 
harm if used solely for profit and without 
thought for the consequences. 

AI in the UK: Ready, Willing and Able? is 
published on Monday 16 April. Download it 
from parliament.uk/ai-committee/ 

Bishop Steven’s blog can be found at blogs. 
oxford.anglican.org, See page 12 for a 
comment on AI from Bishop Steven. 


Tree planting 
to celebrate 
"Outstanding" 
SIAMS 


Join the Taplow Psalmathon 


THE choir at St Nicholas in Taplow, 
Buckinghamshire, is looking for people 
to join them in a Psalmathon - singing 
all 150 Psalms to an Anglican chant, this 
September. 

Gillian Dibden, organiser, said: “We 
have a core of singers in our choir who 
love these Old Testament masterpieces, 
don’t get to sing them very often and 
relish the thought of singing all day. 

“We are seeking other Psalm lovers to 
join us, for an hour or two or whatever you 


can manage. There will be refreshments, 
certainly cakes and tea at about 4.00 pm, 
and maybe soup and bacon rolls at supper 
time. 

“Of course, there is another reason 
for doing it; there is serious work to be 
done on our south side roof and so we 
are asking people to sponsor our efforts. 
Listeners are invited too - and there 
will be copies of the Psalter available to 
follow.” 

The event takes place on Sunday 16 


September at St Nicholas Church Taplow. 
For more contact: Neil Matthews: 07766 
673726, neilmatthews63@gmail.com 
or Gillian on 07799 413746 or gillian. 
dibden@gmail.com. 


st-nicolas-taplow.org/southside- 

appeal/ 



A SPECIAL collective worship was 
followed by a tree-planting at Kirtlington 
CE School in Oxfordshire recently. 

The event was held to celebrate the 
school being ranked as “Outstanding” 
following a Statutory Inspection of 
Anglican and Methodist Schools (SIAMS). 

Photo by Jo Duckies. For more photos 
see oxford.anglican.org/treeplanting 



































News 


Going to Windsor to see the Queen 



PENSIONERS who were nominated 
to receive Maundy Money from the 
Queen have described the experience as 
“marvellous, uplifting and gratifying”. 

Four people from the Oxford Diocese 
were selected to be part of a group of 92 
men and 92 women from across the UK 
to take part in the service at St Georges 
Chapel in Windsor on Maundy Thursday. 
They were Dr Anna Thomas-Betts, 
Madeleine Gilpin, Bede Gerrard and the 
Revd John King. 

Every year the Queen commemorates 
Maundy Thursday by offering alms to 
retired pensioners recommended by clergy 
in recognition of their service to the 
Church and the community. 

Dr Anna Thomas-Betts, Church 
Warden of the Langley Marish parish in 
the Burnham and Slough Deanery, was on 
General Synod representing Oxford from 
1990 to 2015, voting for the ordination 
of women both to the priesthood and 
the episcopate. She has been involved in 
many national and local Church groups, 
on the governing body of three theological 
colleges. She has also been a chair of 
the diocesan interfaith group, a founder 
member of the Race Group and responsible 
for monitoring immigration centres locally 
and nationally. 

She says: “I found the whole experience, 


from being recommended, through to the 
magnificent choral service, to the final 
reception in the Royal Apartments, truly 
marvellous, uplifting and gratifying. 

“At the same time it was also humbling: 
it is such a privilege to be singled out for 
such an honour when there are so many 
people around who serve the diocese 
selflessly and generously.” 

"...it was all so breath- 
takingly wonderful." 

Madeleine Gilpin, from Ardley-with- 
Fewcott, near Bicester, said: “The day was 
amazing and an experience I shall never 
forget. Meeting the Queen face to face 
was the highlight of the day but all the 
magnificent colours of the clothing and 
uniforms of the dignitaries and people 
present, the architecture and windows of 
St. Georges Chapel and Windsor Castles 
State Rooms just blew us away because it 
was all so breath-takingly wonderful. We 
are in such admiration of the Queen and 
her dedication to so many causes. This one 
was one of those events, and I feel both 
privileged and honoured to have been able 
to attend.” 

Bede Gerrard said that in the months 
prior to nomination for Maundy Money, 


he had been seen with Bishop Steven at 
Carfax, keeping vigil with people of many 
faiths at Carfax in central Oxford. He is 
also Oxfordshire’s County Ecumenical 
Officer and laterly the Ecumencial Canon 
of Christ Church Cathedral. 

“The vigils had been at the initiative 
of Sheik Ramzy who asked my help to 
publicise and organise them, often at 
very short notice. They followed the 
Manchester and London terrorist attacks, 
the expulsion of Rohinga Muslims from 
Myanmar/Burma, and the refugees from 
fighting in Syria and Iraq. As a Christian I 
was asked to lead a two minutes silence and 
prayers, giving Christian witness to human 
solidarity and diversity. 

He said: “The experience was very 
memorable, only marred by the fact that 
due to illness my wife could not 
accompany me.” 

The Revd John King is a farmer and 
a priest in the Buckinghamshire benefice 
who has helped in Winslow during a 
vacancy. He said: “I have no idea why I 
was picked. I am sure there were many 
other people who were deserving. It 
was absolutely amazing and wonderful. 

We were so well looked after and the 
organisation was superb. The Queen 
was wonderful. “ 


Record holder Daniel shows off his skills and shares his faith 


FAMILIES in Long Hanborough in 
Oxfordshire were treated to a visit from 
Guinness World Record holder, freestyle 
footballer and You-tuber Daniel Cutting. 

Daniel has five standing world records 
including the fastest 11m sprint balancing 
a football on his forehead, the longest 
time controlling a football with the 
chest and the most consecutive face rolls 


(controlling the ball and rolling it from 
temple to temple). David did 1,810 of those, 
smashing the previous record by three 
times the amount. 

During his visit to Long Hanborough, 
Daniel show-cased his skills and shared 
his faith. The event was hosted by the 
Anglican and Methodist churches and all 
families connected with Hanborough and 


Freeland CE Primary schools were invited. 

The Revd David Tyler, Rector of 
Hanborough and Freeland, said: “We 
were delighted that Daniel was able to 
get here from Milton Keynes despite the 
snow. The event saw many people from our 
local community come to join us to enjoy 
Daniel’s skills and to hear him share his 
faith.” 


Running for 
Tanzania 


THE Revd Graeme Fancourt will be 
donning his trainers to run the London 
Marathon for Friends of Amani Tanzania. 

Graeme has been in training to run 
the famous 26.2-mile race for what he 
describes as a “beautiful charity.” 

“This small rehabilitation centre in rural 
Tanzania works with disabled children and 
young people to do two things. One is to 
seek to rehabilitate physically and mentally 
children with all kinds of different 
disabilities. 

“The second thing that really excites 
me is that they are seeking to challenge a 
whole culture where people believe that 
disability is brought on by a curse and 
that these children should be pushed to 
one side and ignored. That is a massively 
important ministry they are seeking to 
practise throughout the whole area. While 
I’m a terrible runner and I’m built really 
for eating pies and drinking beer, I’m very 
happy to try and raise money for these 
guys and the work they are doing.” 

Have you run or are you planning to 
run a spring marathon for a good cause 
this year? If so email jo.duckles@oxford. 
anglican.org or call 01865 208227. 



P uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ 
GraemeFancourt 


Standing for 
Diocesan Synod? 

ARE you 
interested in 
standing for 
election to 
Diocesan Synod? 

If so all the 
information you 
need is available 
in a new leaflet 
available here 
to download: 
oxford. 
anglican.org/ 
diocesan- 
synod/ 


Keen to 
make a 
difference? 


Stand for election to Diocesan Synod 
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GOD’S 

KINGDOM IS 
STRONGER 


THAN 

STORMS 
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Sisters Ketia, Linda and Keshna 
have grown up in Haiti, facing 
down unimaginable natural 
disasters. It’s 18 months since 
Hurricane Matthew destroyed 
their home, but they’re still 
living in a 2m 2 concrete block. 

They’re not just survivors. 
They’re fighters. But they’re 
only so strong ... This Christian 
Aid Week, thousands of 
churches across Britain and 
Ireland will be in their corner. 
Will you join them? 


caweek.org/together 


believe 


before death 


Eng and Wales charity no. 1105851 Scot charity no. SC039150 Company no. 5171525 Christian Aid Ireland: Nl charity no. NIC101631 Company no. NI059154 and ROI charity no. 20014162 
Company no. 426928. The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid. © Christian Aid February 2018. Christian Aid is a key member of ACT Alliance. J57225 
Photos: Christian Aid/Matthew Gonzalez-Noda 









Resources 


Into the gray zone - Adrian Owen 



Simon and Schuster £13.59 

By Graham Sykes 

A drian Owen is a British 

neuroscientist whose work has 
greatly influenced my practice 
in the pastoral care of people 
in minimally conscious and so called 
Vegetative’ states, and those who are in 
the end of life stage. It may seem strange 
to readers of the Door that I am reviewing 


Owen’s book when he describes himself as 
an atheist, but I have good reasons. 

This book maps out, in narrative 
form, the personal and research journey 
of the author over decades. Owen leads 
the reader through breakthrough after 
break through with the author sharing 
his enthusiasm for the task; his thought 
processes and the way that different 
things inspired his thinking. 

Owen’s quest was to discover what, 
if anything, is happening in the mind 
of those who are in the gray zone of 
consciousness. His experiments work 
scientifically on observations of the brain 
function first in PET scanners through 
to the much more effective and revealing 
MRI scanners. Different parts of the brain 
respond to different stimuli and different 
parts of the brain process different types 
of thinking. By very carefully crafted 
audio and visual inputs in 20 per cent of 
patients, he could demonstrate that, not 
only was the brain responding, but that 
the mind was working cognitively. 

The patients showed no outward 
signs of consciousness or cognitive 
capacity, though in some cases carers 
were convinced of both. In one case where 
Owen was not able to prove that a patient 
was thinking, the man recovered and 
recalled his experience of going into the 
scanner and the questions he was asked. 


Why is Into the grey zone such 
an influential and inspiring book? 

Firstly Owen is clear that he wants no 
philosophical or metaphysical explanation 
for the function of the mind. His focused 
interest is on what the science reveals. 
Secondly it does lead him into asking 
deep questions about when consciousness 
begins in a human being and when it ends. 

//... an inspiring, 
challenging and well worth 
reading book." 

The third reason is what concerns me 
most. Owen argues and demonstrates 
that whatever the diagnosis of a person’s 
state of conscious it is better to assume 
that they can hear and process what they 
hear. This means that every person in this 
state must be treated as sentient in terms 
of how they are handled by medical staff, 
by carers and by pastoral carers such as 
clergy. So, it’s an inspiring, challenging 
and well worth reading book. 

The Revd Graham Sykes is a team chaplain 
at the Oxford University Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust and based at Sobell House 
Hospice. He is also chair of the Door’s 
Editorial Support Group. 


Reimagining Britain - Justin We I by 



Bloomsbury £11.89 including discount 

By Steven Buckley 

W hatever your politics and 

however you voted for Brexit, 
there’s no denying that we 
live in turbulent times. The 
opportunity cost of negotiating our exit 
from the EU, trenchant austerity and 
increasingly polarised political debate 


demands that we think differently about 
the society we need to become. 

Since his enthronement as Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 2013, Justin Welby 
has often spoken of the rootedness of 
Christian Faith in society as key to some 
of the greatest advances in our history: 
slaves were freed, factory acts passed, 
and the NHS and social care established 
through ‘Christ-liberated courage’. 

In Reimagining Britain, Foundations 
for Hope Justin explores how we might 
reimagine our society and how Britain 
might flourish in the future. As the title 
suggests, it’s a profoundly hopeful book 
centred on the Christian principle of love 
in action. 

Following a carefully worded 
introduction pointing out that this book 
is his personal contribution to the debate, 
rather than Church of England policy, the 
bulk of Reimagining Britain focusses on 
five building blocks for society: family, 
education, health, housing and economics. 

Each chapter follows a familiar pattern. 
Archbishop Justin sets out the history 
of how we find ourselves where we are 
today, explores the Biblical imperative for 
change and sets out what needs to change. 
In doing so he repeatedly makes the point 
that, unlike this country’s last great 
reimagining in 1945, we must now work 


within an interconnected and globalised 
world. 

Along with footnotes on many pages, 
the long list of acknowledgements is 
testament to the thorough research that 
has gone into this book. But this is no 
impenetrable academic tome. It’s readable, 
inspiring and littered with sentences 
that make you sit up and take notice. 
“Austerity is a theory for the rich, and 
a reality of suffering for the poor” was 
one of many that made me reach for the 
highlighter pen. 

it It's readable, inspiring 
and littered with sentences 
that make you sit up and 
take notice." 

It’s powerful stuff and, on my reading 
of the book at least, something that 
provides politicians and Church leaders 
alike with a framework for change that’s 
based on extensive research, a solid 
understanding of society and a clear 
message of hope. 

But it’s a book that equips us church¬ 
goers too. Back in 2015 Andy Flannagan, 
Director of Christians in Politics pointed 
out that the Church does an amazing job 
of treating the victims of a flawed system 
but that it can never be enough unless we 
also get involved in the decision-making 
process. Reimagining Britain provides us 
with the information and questions we 
need to do just that. 


Steven Buckley is the Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of Oxford. 


The Door has teamed up with Bloomsbury to offer three copies of Reimagining Britain in 
this month's prize draw. For the chance to win, simply answer the following question: 
Which Archbishop is the author of Reimagining Britain? Send your answers to reception@ 
oxford.anglican.org or Reimagining Britain competition, the Door, Church House Oxford, 
Langford Locks, Langford Lane, Kidlington, 0X5 IGF. The closing date for entries is Friday 
11 May. 

And we have teamed up with Bloomsbury to offer our readers 30 per cent off the book if 
they buy it. To get the discount enter REIMAGINING at the checkout on 

www.bloomsbury.com 


EATING TOGETHER 


66 They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and enjoying a * 
the favour of all the people. 


HABITS 

MISSIONAL DISCIPLESHIP RESOURCES FOR CHURCHES 


SERVING 


66 

w A11 believers were together 
and had everything in common; 

they sold property and possessions 
to give to anyone who had need. 



New Holy Habits 
resources for churches 

"Endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does not 
disappoint us..." That text from Romans 
5:4-5 is used in a prayer at the start of the 
new Holy Habits discipleship series published 
by the Bible Reading Fellowship. 

Holy Habits has grown out of a study of 
Acts 2:42-47 by Methodist minister Andrew 
Roberts. That study was published in the 
Epworth Review theological journal in 2009 
and then evolved into a book, Holy Habits, 
(Malcolm Down Publishing, 2016.) 

Since then these have been developed 
into resources by the Birmingham Methodist 
Circuit, and adapted by the Methodist 
Church and the United Reformed Church 
to a version that is new for 2018. With a rich 
variety of contributors, the 10 booklets in 
the series look at 10 habits and encourage 
the development of a way of life formed by 
them. The titles include Fellowship, Biblical 
Teaching, Gladness and Generosity and Prayer. 

The aim is to help church members 
explore together these habits in a range of 
contexts and live them out in whole-life, 
missional discipleship. 

















Advertisement 


WE CAN 

DESIGN 

PRINT 

DISTRIBUTE 

YOUR 

LEAFLETS 

AND MORE 


• Design 


Our talented designers can give 
your business or event a great 
look. We can source images and 
proof read your print media. 

• Print 


We can manage the print of your 
leaflets, business cards, stationery, 
and almost anything else. 

We offer short runs as well as 
large quantities at great rates 
including FREE UK mainland 
delivery on most orders. 


• Distribution 


We are able to insert your leaflets 
into this and similar publications 
enabling you to reach a church 
audience in this and other CofE 
dioceses. 


CALL 



01752 225623 

sven@cornerstonevision.com 

www.cornerstonevision.com 
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Advertisement 

The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 



A CENTURIES old tradition was celebrated 
at Christ Church Cathedral on Maundy 
Thursday at the annual Blessing of the 
Oils. Hundreds of clergy and lay ministers 
renewed their commitment to the Church 
as they prepared to lead God's people in 
the traditional renewal of their baptismal 
promises on Easter Day. 

The oils (which are Fairtrade this year) are: 

The oil for anointing the sick and the 
dying 

Just as oil was used as a medicinal ointment 
(Luke 10.34), the Church anoints the sick 
and the dying to signify the healing work of 
the Holy Spirit. This follows the example of 
the apostles (Mark 6.13) and the teaching of 
James (5.14): "Are any among you sick? They 
should call for the elders of the church and 
have them pray over them , anointing them 
with oil in the name of the Lord." 

The oil for signing with the cross at 
baptism 

Just as Jesus had been anointed with an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at his baptism 
(Acts 10.38), from an early date, it became 
customary to trace the sign of the cross in 
oil on the heads of candidates for baptism, 
as a sign of their anointing with the Holy 
Spirit, in union with Christ (7 John 2.20,27;2 
Corinthians 1.21-22). 

The oil of chrism 

This oil has perfume and balsam added 
to give it a sweet smell. As priests and 
monarchs in the Hebrew scriptures were 
anointed with oil to set them apart for 
God's service (Exodus 29.7), so the chrism 
oil is used at the ordination of priests, and 
at confirmations, as a sign that candidates, 
sealed with the Spirit, confirm their place 
in the 'royal priesthood' of Christ and the 
Church (1 Peter2.9), the 'kingdom and priests 
serving our God' (Revelation 5.10). Oil of 
chrism is also used at the coronations of 
kings and queens, and at the consecration of 
churches and altars. 




Vacancies for Brothers 

The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 

Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No.202751 


rOCri 

LnnJ 




10 Meeting Rooms 
31 Beds 

Chapel and Oratory 

01483 766498 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 


Registered charity in England and Wales No. 240675 
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DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION 
NOTICE 

DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

HARPSDEN CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 

PROPOSED ORDER UNDER SECTION 554 AND 556 OF 
THE EDUCATION ACT 1996 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: 

1. That the Secretary of State for Education proposes to 
make an order under sections 554 and 556 of the 
Education Act 1996 in respect of the above mentioned 
Church of England educational foundation. The purpose 
of sections 554 and 556 is to enable the assets of 
discontinued denominational voluntary schools to be 
applied for the benefit of new and continuing voluntary 
schools and foundation schools of the same 
denomination within the state system of education. The 
order will, where appropriate, authorise the sale of the 
premises described. 

2. That under sections 554 and 556 of the Education Act 
1996 any person interested may within one month after 
the date of this Notice make representations on the 
proposed order in writing to the Secretary of State at the 
Department's address given below. 

A copy of the draft order may be inspected from Monday 

to Friday between 10 am and 4pm at Winckworth 

Sherwood LLP, 16 Beaumont Street, Oxford 0X1 2LZ. 

Additional copies can be obtained from the Department for 

Education, Schools Assets Team, Bishopsgate House, 

Darlington, DL1 5QE 


To advertise in the Door 
please call Glenda on 
01752 225623 
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Engaging with the disabled 


The Door explores how Christians are engaging with people with learning disabilities across 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 


State-of-the-art new centre to be 
built in Oxfordshire 


A NEW centre for people with disabilities 
in Oxfordshire is to be built by church¬ 
goers after Government cuts left 
provision lacking. 

Alexandra House of Joy will be named 
after Alexandra Scott Hunter, a severely 
disabled woman who lives in Chesterton, 
near Bicester, with her parents Rachael 
and Ian. The building will be on five acres 
of land that has been gifted to the project 
by a farmer who asked to be anonymous. 

Alexandra suffered a brain 
haemorrhage when she was just four days 
old. She is almost non-verbal, has been 
in a wheelchair her whole life and has 
scoliosis, a condition that has left her with 
dangerous breathing difficulties. 

Rachael has seen provision for people 
like Alexandra gradually eroded since 
1999. She began lobbying her MP, Victoria 
Prentis, and Oxfordshire County Council 
in 2016, as the council closed several 
day centres for adults with learning 
disabilities. At the same time services for 
the learning disabled were amalgamated 


with services for the elderly. 

Rachael was inspired to co-ordinate 
the Alexandra House of Joy project after 
a dream which Ian and friends from St 
Andrews Church, Oxford, where she 
worships, suggested may have been a 
vision from God. 

“I feel incredibly humbled that God 
is using me in such a powerful way. I am 
honoured to be serving our wonderful 
adults with learning disabilities. I cant 
wait for the doors to this new building to 
open,” says Rachael. 

Rachael and Ian enlisted the help 
of professionals including architects, 
accountants and solicitors. What left 
them totally stunned was the phone call 
from the landowner, telling her she could 
have the land. 

“It has been agreed that it will be 
gifted but we have to get Planning 
Permission. That’s the stage we are at 
now.” 

alexandrahouseofjoy.co.uk 




Meet Monday in Upper Bucklebury 


Leading worship in a place of 
transformation 


ACROSS the Reading area there are several 
church events specifically for adults with 
learning disabilities. 

In Upper Bucklebury, Meet Monday 
meets around once a fortnight and starts 
with refreshments, before worship begins 
with prayer and teaching and possibly 
some drama or dance. "We sometimes 
do some crafts as well, depending on 
what our theme is," says the Revd Andrew 
Mackie, from the Purley Benefice. 

"This group is important because 
we are trying to be church for a group 


of people who find it difficult to access 
church on a Sunday because the teaching 
and vocabulary can be beyond what they 
can cope with. We are aiming to present 
the Gospel in way that is appropriate for 
people with learning disabilities." 

Meet Monday was inspired by 
Prospects, a Berkshire based charity that 
has merged with Livability as it continues 
supporting around 3,000 adults with 
learning disabilities in church based 
ministry groups. 


“THIS is a place where transformations 
happen.” They were the words of Ruth 
Harley as she described the “outstanding” 
Kite Ridge School in High Wycombe, 
where she leads collective worship once a 
fortnight. 

Kite Ridge is a school catering for 
secondary age students with severe 
learning disabilities whose needs cannot 
be met in other special schools. 

For the last year, Ruth, the children’s 
and families’ minister from All Saints, 
High Wycombe, has been visiting Kite 
Ridge. She has even arranged work 
experience at church for some of the 
students. 

Steven Sneesby, Kite Ridge’s 
headteacher, said: “Ruth has an innate 
ability to engage with our group of young 
people.” He said one severely autistic 
teenager missed an assembly, so Ruth 
repeated the 10-minute act of collective 
worship just for him. I watched from 
the other side of the school hall and was 
welling up.” 

The Kite Ridge ethos is to never give up 
on a child - there is no such thing as a last 
chance. “There are similarities between 
our ethos and that of the Christian faith,” 
says Steven. With 30 staff to just 10 
students, the school is set up to help its 
young people thrive. 

During my visit to Kite Ridge, Ruth 
gave a simple assembly in which pupils 
were encouraged to feel holding crosses, 
reflect on Jesus’ empty tomb and were 
given chocolate eggs. One boy, who Ruth 
said had been reticent to join in because 
of a Catholic back-ground, was now 


helping by handing things out and leading 
prayers. “We’d had conversations about 
the similarities and differences and last 
time he spontaneously came out with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

The work experience at All Saints’ is 
proving invaluable. One child with Down’s 
syndrome had to build up to being able to 
walk through the door of the church. Now 
she is going along and putting sugar in 
bowls for the cafe. 

Ruth said: “I have three work 
experience students. Two are coming into 
church and helping with coffee, setting 
up tables, moving furniture and doing 
some cutting-out for me ready for Sunday 
morning. 

“One has a gift for sorting things out. 
He has worked his way through all my 
cupboards. It’s a fantastic skill.” 

Ruth urged other Christians to get 
involved with their local special school. “A 
lot of churches will have a special school 
or pupil referral unit in their parish. There 
is a real joy in coming here. I think I get 
far more out of it than I give them. It’s 
such a joyful place to be. I’ve learnt far 
more about myself and who God is and 
where I see God. It’s given me a different 
perspective.” 

kiteridge.bucks.sch.uk 


P These are edited versions of 
fuller stories that can be found 
here: oxford.anglican.org/ 
disabilityfeature 
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The power of prayer 


T HE third annual global 

ecumenical prayer movement, Thy 
Kingdom Come, gets underway 
this month. 

Considered one of the most dynamic 
prayer initiatives to emerge from the 
Church of England in recent years, Thy 
Kingdom Come will run between May 10 
and 20. 

Thy Kingdom Come is a simple 
invitation to pray between for friends and 
family to come to faith. Participation has 
grown every year. 

In 2016,100,000 Christians pledged 
to pray. By 2017, more than half a million 
had pledged to pray, from more than 85 
countries including Ghana, Netherlands, 
Malaysia, Cuba, South Africa, Australia, 
Korea, Japan and the Philippines. 

In the UK, in 2017, every diocese in the 
Church of England was involved. Many 
cathedrals took part, hosting ‘beacon 
events designed to focus prayers in towns 
and cities nationwide. 

The campaigns ecumenical appeal 
led to more than 50 denominations 
and traditions being involved last year; 
including the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Methodist Church and the Redeemed 
Christian Church of God. 

The positive impact of Thy Kingdom 
Come 2017 continues to unfold as 
numerous stories of personal and 
communal transformation pour in from 
churches, families and whole 
communities alike. 

Among the stories arising from the 
initiative - many of them deeply moving 
- is one from a couple who had not seen 
their son for 22 years. “We pray every 
day obviously for him but during Thy 
Kingdom Come he was one of the people 
we prayed for as a group,” they say. “We 
put his name on the altar before God 
and... yesterday he came home.” 



This year also sees some digital 
developments including a brand-new 
website and a Thy Kingdom Come 
devotional app created by leading 
Christian publishers SPCK. Both products 
have been translated into several 
languages including Spanish, Korean, 
and Swahili and will be launched in 
time for Easter. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby said: “The business of being 
witnesses to Jesus Christ and of praying 
to be witnesses compels us to consider the 
world around us. It compels us to seek, 
to experience the compassion of God for 
a world caught up in lostness, in sin, but 
also in suffering and pain, in oppression 
of the poor, in cruelty, in abuse, in 


outrageous inequality, in all the things 
that go against the Kingdom of God. 

“There is no limit to what the Kingdom 
of God does, and so the moment we start 
praying Thy Kingdom Come we look 
outwards.” 

thykingdomcome.global 


Five-minute prayer for Thy Kingdom Come 



By Michelle Eyre 

THE Archbishop of Canterbury has 
commissioned Oxford's Discovering Prayer 
to produce a series of five-minute prayer 
times that you can listen to online from 
Ascension to Pentecost (10 May to 20 May 
2018). 

The project comes after last year's 
Prayers for Busy People Pentecost project, 
which saw the Oxford Diocese join forces 


with Discovering Prayer to give people 
with hectic lives the chance to pray 
regularly. Both initiatives are part of the 
global Thy Kingdom Come call to prayer. 

Discovering Prayer is offering a wide 
range of resources for you to choose from, 
including: 

• Free five-minute audio prayer 

tracks that you can listen to each day to 
help you discover prayer 

• Scripts that you can follow, for instance 


if you would like to pray in the company 
of others 

• A free guide to prayer: 101 Ways to Get 
Going and Keep Going with Prayer 

One of the most encouraging outcomes 
of the project is hearing how lives have 
been transformed - from big changes, to 
even just small alterations to daily life - 
bringing peace and support to so many 
people. 

If you'd like to take part in this 
international project and find the time and 
guidance you need to explore prayer more 
fully, in a way that suits your own lifestyle, 
then Discovering Prayer is the perfect way 
to begin. Whether you're alone or with 
company, at home, washing up, or taking 
a walk, the prayer times will help you to 
deepen your relationship with God and 
find a little calm in your busy life today. 

Discovering Prayer has a mission to 
help 10,000 people get going and keep 
going with prayer by 2020, so that we can 
deepen our relationship with God and 
transform our communities. 

Michelle Eyre is the chief prayer officer at 
Discovering Prayer. 

discoveringprayer.com/thy-kingdom- 

come 


Ascending the 
Wittenham Clumps 

ONCE again Wittenham Clumps, near 
Dorchester in Oxfordshire will be the 
picturesque setting for a beacon event 
for Thy Kingdom Come. 

Bishop Colin will join the event 
on Ascension Day at the Clumps. For 
those who don't feel able to climb the 
Clumps, the same service will also take 
place at Little Wittenham Church. 

At the end of Thy Kingdom Come, 
people are encouraged take part in a 
pilgrim walk on Pentecost afternoon. 
Anyone can plan a walk, by themselves 
or with friends. They could either do 
the traditional Dorchester pilgrimage, 
which is here: https://tinyurl.com/ 
ycm69xlt or part of the Thames Path 
Pilgrimagethamespilgrimway.org.uk. 

They can then join in activities and 
games, Messy Church fun and tea at 
Dorchester Abbey, from 4pm, with the 
day culminating in a relaxed Songs of 
Praise style service at 5pm. 
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CHORISTER OPEN DAY 

Saturday 9 June at 4.30pm 

Join our choristers for an afternoon of singing, fun and information, and 
discover everything about the excitements of life as New College 
choristers. They sing in Oxford’s grandest medieval chapel, perform in 
concerts across the world, and reach a global audience through the 
choir’s record label and webcasts. All choristers enjoy generous 
scholarships at New College School. Meet the director, Robert 
Quinney, choir staff and parents, enjoy tea and a special family friendly 
Evensong. We look forward to seeing you in chapel! 

For more information & to register: 

nancy-jane.rucker(®new.ox.ac.uk / 01865 279108 

www.newcollegechoir.com 

www.newcollegeschool.org 



making technology ' * 
^ work for people 2J| 


Email: info@apicommunications.co.uk 
Web: www.churchsoundsystems.co 


CHURCH SOUND & 
PROJECTION SPECIALISTS 


SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 

Using our expert knowledge we 
can provide a very simple solution. 

SOUND 

Enable the spoken word and music 
to be clearly heard. 


PROJECTION 

Show your congregation words, pictures 
and video to help bring your message to life. 


CAMERA SYSTEMS 


Give everyone a front row seat using 
cameras and screens. 


WEB STREAMING 


Broadcast your service on the 
internet either live or on demand 


Offering bespoke audio visual solutions with free design and 
planning, expert and sympathetic installation, followed by a 
comprehensive handover, training and full aftercare service. 
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ing someone arrange a Christian funeral? 


Point families towards a new website which will 
help them plan a true celebration of someone's life: 

• a free online guide to planning a funeral 

• perspectives from the Bible 

• allows families to develop a bespoke funeral plan at home, in their own time 

Help a family remember their loved one, by giving them a way to plan a funeral service together. 
Order leaflets about the website now, so you can pass them on to bereaved families. 


01793 418222 christianfuneral.org.uk 


Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG. Donation hotline: 01793 418222 biblesociety.org.uk 

Registered charity 232759 Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 
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Shaping our lives in many different ways 


By the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft 

W hen I first started to engage 
with questions of Artificial 
Intelligence, I thought the 
real dangers to humankind 
were a generation away and the stuff of 
science fiction. The books and talks that 
kept me awake at night were about general 
AI: conscious machines (probably more 
than a generation away if not more). 

Its been a great privilege to spend 
many Tuesday afternoons over the 
last year taking evidence on AI from 
experts in the field as part of the House 
of Lords Select Committee and the All 
Party Parliamentary Group. The Select 
Committee has now published its report 
but the work of the APPG continues. 

The more I heard, the more the 
evidence that kept me awake at night was 


in the present not the future. Artificial 
Intelligence is a present reality not a 
future possibility. AI is used and will be 
used in all kinds of everyday ways. 

// There is immense 
potential for good in AI." 

There is immense potential for good 
in AI: labour saving routine jobs can be 
delegated; we can be better connected; 
there is a remedy for stagnant productivity 
in the economy which will be a real 
benefit; there will be significant advances 
in medicine, especially in diagnosis and 
detection. In time, the roads may be safer 
and transport more efficient. 

There are also significant risks. 

Our data in the wrong hands means 
that political debate and opinion can 


be manipulated in very subtle ways. 
Important decisions about our lives might 
be made with little human involvement. 
Inequality may widen further. Our mental 
health might be eroded because of the big 
questions raised about AI. 

This is a critical moment. Humankind 
has the power now to shape Artificial 
Intelligence as it develops. To do that 
we need a strong ethical base: a sense of 
what is right and what is harmful in AI. 
I’m delighted that the Prime Minister has 
committed the United Kingdom to give an 
ethical lead in this area. Theresa May said 
in a recent speech in Davos in January: 

// Artificial intelligence is a 
present reality not a future 
possibility" 


“We want our new world-leading centre 
for Data Ethics and Innovation to work 
closely with international partners to 
build a common understanding of how 
to ensure the safe, ethical and innovative 
development of artificial intelligence.” 

That new ethical framework will not 
come from the big tech companies and 
Silicon Valley, which seek the minimum 
regulation and maximum freedom. 

Nor will it come from China, the other 
major global investor in AI, which takes 
a very different view of how personal 
data should be handled. It is most likely 
to come from Europe, with its strong 
foundation in Christian values and the 
rights of the individual and most of all, at 
present, from the United Kingdom, which 
is also a global player in the development 
of technology. 

Artificial Intelligence is here to stay. 

It has the capacity to shape our lives 
in many different ways. Humankind 
needs to be sure we shape AI to serve the 
common good and all humanity. 

The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft is the Bishop of 
Oxford 



Walking the 
Ridgeway for 
Mongolia 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Revd Chris 
Bull, the vicar of Flackwell Heath, and 
Wendy Bull, Vicar of Wycombe March and 
Micklefield who walked the 87 miles of 
the Ridgeway footpath, over their five- 
day Easter holiday. 

The couple walked from Overton 
Hill in Wiltshire, through Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and into 
Bedfordshire, to Ivinghoe Beacon. The 
walk has raised over £2,700 for The 
Jubilee Society of Mongolia, a charity 
serving the poorest of the poor in 
Mongolia, and which has its origins in 
ChristChurch Flackwell Heath. 

Chris is a trustee of the society, which 
was started by Liz Hart, the wife of a 
former vicar. 

jubileesocietyofmongolia.org 


God in the Life of... 

The now famous RoboThespian, Artie, 
(made by Engineered Arts) resides there. 
Artie has been in the newspapers, on the 
television and was featured on the front of 
the September edition of the Door , meeting 
the Rt Revd Steven Croft, the Bishop of 
Oxford. (See above.) Artie can act out 
scenes from movies and interact with 
humans. However, when he first arrived 
he distracted the PhD students and has 
now been moved to another building. 

Another interactive but spookier robot 
is Eddie, a skull on a box, with eight 
artificial pneumatic muscles that allow it 
to simulate the movement of a real human 
head. It can be connected to IBM Watson 
software and answer questions through a 
microphone. Nigels work includes looking 
at psychological theories, including the 
one of mirroring, where someone may 
mirror another persons body language 
to connect with them. “We researched 


this and found people thought a robot was 
more human and lifelike if it mimicked 
them,” says Nigel. 

At the same time, Nigel was feeling 
that what was being preached in churches 
wasn’t helping him to grow spiritually. 

So, after some research, he discovered the 
American philosopher Dallas Willard, and 
found his work more helpful. From this 
Nigel has developed a discipleship course 
that he runs alongside Alpha, for anyone 
wanting to explore more about following 
Jesus, at Emmanuel Church, Bicester. 
Willard’s philosophy looks at concentric 
circles, with inner circles of the spirit and 
heart and the mind, and then the body, 
social context and the soul. Nigel looks 
at what can be simulated using AI and 
robotics. 

More recently, Nigel has become 
interested in the moral consequences 
of AI. “Can we develop systems that 


are capable of recognising the moral 
consequences of their own actions?” His 
work has seen him supervise an MSc 
thesis into autonomous vehicles, and he 
is planning to get involved in the Oxford 
Character Project, helping students to 
develop virtues and wisdom to help them 
in their careers. 

//1 don't believe robots will 
take over the world." 

And what does Nigel think of the 
dystopian theories of robots taking over 
the world, or at least, taking much-needed 
work away from humans? “We may get job 
displacement, and that’s something we 
would have to get used to. I don’t believe 
robots will take over the world. There 
is the related question of what happens 
when AI becomes more intelligent than 


human beings. The problem with that 
question is that it tends to overestimate 
what AI can achieve and underestimate 
how intelligent people really are. It’s a 
bit like worrying about overcrowding on 
Mars. We aren’t on the planet yet and if it 
ever does come, it will be a long way into 
the future. We may need to be mindful 
of the ethical implications and to adapt 
as a society. It may be that jobs done by 
humans are being done by robots, but we 
also need to ask whether, if a job can be 
done by a robot, is it ethical to expect a 
human to do it? Should we treat humans 
like machines?” 

Nigel lives in Caversfield with his wife 
Denise. He worships at Emmanuel Bicester. 
He has five children aged from seven to 
26. In his spare time, he plays bass in the 
church music group, is learning jazz piano 
and enjoys DIY. 
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PROFESSOR Nigel Crook tells Jo Duckies 
how his life and career evolved from 
exploring a strong calling to a vocation as 
a Carmelite monk to working in robotics 
and artificial intelligence. 

N igel was born in Bolton, 

Lancashire, and grew up in 
a practising Roman Catholic 
family. “I don’t feel I had a 
moment of conversion but my faith has 
developed in stages,” he says. The interest 
in a monastic life began when monks 
visited his school when he was 14. “I felt 
they had something about them that I 
wanted. For the next six years I was intent 
on joining a Carmelite monastery.” 

Despite wanting to leave school at 
16, Nigel was persuaded to do A levels 
and went on to Lancaster University. He 
studied Computing and Philosophy, a 
course that, unbeknown to him, would 
prepare him well for his future career. 
There he met his first wife, choosing 
an alternative path from the monastic 
life. In 1985 he moved to what was then 
Oxford Polytechnic to embark on a PhD in 
expert systems. That saw him researching 
systems for the Special Care Baby Unit at 
Oxford’s John Radcliffe Hospital. 

Meanwhile Nigel’s faith had started 
to move away from Catholicism. At 
university he began worshipping at a 
United Reformed Church. “I found it 
interesting. It opened my mind a bit 
as I was probably strongly influenced 
by Catholic doctrine. I had my first 
experience of a charismatic church, St 
Thomas’s, in Lancaster too. They were 
singing in tongues and dancing in the 
aisles and I found that quite difficult 
to handle.” Nigel became a lecturer in 
knowledge engineering, which is strongly 
AI focused. 

Around this time, Nigel went through 
a painful stage in his life, which led to the 
end of his first marriage. He re-married in 
2004 to Denise and began to reflect on his 
life and his faith. 

He has twice explored a vocation to 
the priesthood, once after a strong sense 
at Spring Harvest, that he was called 
to “make disciples”. Nigel also explored 


joining the Church Army but with five 
children spread across two sets of parents, 
the prospect of moving to a random part 
of the country would have made life even 
more complicated. 

By then Nigel had changed churches, 
worshipping for some time at St Aldate’s 
before moving to Emmanuel Church, 
Bicester. Exploring a vocation to ordained 
ministry for the second time, he embarked 
on a Diploma in Biblical and Theological 
Studies at Wycliffe Theological College in 
Oxford. 

Handing in his notice at the university, 
Nigel began to explore Christian 
apologetics, working with leaders from the 
Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics. 
They suggested he would be best doing 
apologetics (defending Christian doctrine 


using reasoned arguments) in a university 
context, which was tricky given he had 
just quit a university job. 

// ...if a job can be done by a 
robot, is it ethical to expect a 
human to do it?" 

However, he did secure a position 
working for the Oxford Computational 
Linguistics Group and saw links between 
AI and apologetics. “AI raises questions 
about who we are. Are we just biological 
machines or are we more than that?” 

The post doc position saw Nigel 
working with 15 European partners on a 
project entitled Companions. 


It saw the development of a 3D 
animated avatar named Samuela, which is 
programmed to have a sympathetic social 
conversation with a human about their 
day at work. “What Samuela is trying 
to do is analyse your emotional state 
through voice patterns,” says Nigel. 

“This took me into a new realm of AI 
interacting with ordinary people and that 
really grabbed me as a way forward in my 
research. Then I was motivated to develop 
my career in AI and use that as a basis for 
Christian apologetics.” 

Becoming head of Computing and 
Communications Technology at Brookes, 
Nigel introduced a new cognitive robotics 
laboratory. 

...continued on page 11 
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 

TRADITION IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT 

LATER LIFE PLANNING, TRADITIONAL 
AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS & 
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FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS 

HEAD OFFICE READING 0118 957 3650 

www.abwalker.co.uk 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam <Sl fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0518 
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New Heritage & 

Designs Conservation 

01494 • 773712 

P©wo(s] Wasley MIk ° 

www.3rdmillenniumartists.co.uk 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 

TEL (01993) 886802 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
* Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 


"The Prayer 
Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 

Rowan Williams 



0118 984 2582 
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1099295 
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ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN 


Design, Restoration and 
Installation of all traditional 
and contemporary leaded 
light window and door 
panels 

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass 

Expert church window and 
stained glass cleaning service, 
church surveys and reports 
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Residential and Ecclesiastical 

EST1990 with over 
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Reading RG I 7JA 
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The Darwin fish and the ichthus 


THE REVD NIGEL JONES debunks the 
Conflict Model that pits science and 
religion against each other. 


“M 


y Dad says that religion 
has been disproved by 
science.” Or something 
along those lines. Its 
usually the dads, for some reason. This is 
a common observation when talking with 
children about religion. Its what’s called 
the Conflict Model of the relationship 
between science and religion, that the 
two are straightforwardly contradictory 
outlooks on reality, and it’s alive and 
well out there in society, even though 
numerous intelligent, educated people 
seem to manage to be Christians and 
scientists at the same time. 


// Human beings have 
evolved a spiritual nature... 


But it’s not straightforward. At our 
Easter Day service this year I touched 
on this theme, because it’s a time of 
year when people who hold the Conflict 
Model (without realising it in the most 
part of course) are likely to be in church. 
Unsurprisingly we were reflecting 
on the salvation of Christ’s cross and 
resurrection. We usually think about 
this in the context of the story of Adam 
and Eve and the Fall. It’s a very ancient 
story that seeks to explain our human 
predicament, that we feel we should be 
better, higher, purer than we are. The 
myth of the Fall says that we were once 
perfect, but something went wrong; an 
initial disobedience which cut us off 
from perfection. 

But we now know (with a rather high 
degree of certainty) that human beings 
are evolved animals. Does that mean that 
the book of Genesis is a load of cobblers? 
No, you can still say (should you wish) 
that the Fall narrative is true; just not 
literally true. The two narratives have the 
same outcome. We have evolved so far, 
uniquely among life forms on Earth, that 
we have a sense of something higher, what 
we might call the spiritual dimension. 

We say that human beings have a soul, 
which is not (literally) breathed into us 
by God at the start of human history, but 
an emergent quality, i.e. a facet that only 
emerges at a higher level of complexity. 
(For example, a car that handles well 
round bends does so not because an 
additional quality of ‘handling-ness’ has 
been added to all the metal parts. The way 
the car handles is an emergent quality 
of the way all the nuts and bolts and car 
parts are assembled.) 



Human beings have evolved a spiritual 
nature, which includes a perception that 
we could be better, higher, purer, even 
perfect. But the necessary (for evolution) 
instinct for self-preservation holds us 
back from complete goodness, utter self¬ 
giving, total selflessness. 

// The Way of the Cross 
is a leave-taking from our 
evolutionary past." 

We reach for heaven but our feet are 
stuck to the earth. But it didn’t hold 
Jesus back, and our instincts were proved 
right: he ended up dead. One way of 
understanding Easter is that because 
Good Friday was not the end of his story, 
Jesus, by his example and inspiration 
(his Spirit), sets us free from the need to 


limit our love, costly as that is. The Way 
of the Cross is a leave-taking from our 
evolutionary past. 

Even if this is right, the rest of the 
wonderful Easter Day service reminded 
me of how deeply we inhabit the old 
stories, because that is where all our 
theology developed. The post-communion 
prayer praises God who “set us free from 
the old order of sin and death” - familiar, 
comfortable and inspiring language - but 
it is part of the Fall narrative. We cannot 
get away from it. It is our Judeo-Christian 
heritage. But perhaps when talking to 
an adherent of the Conflict Model it is 
useful to have in the back of our minds 
that many of the truths we believe and by 
which we live are not literal. The Conflict 
Model can be observed on the back of 
cars. The fish-themed car bumper sticker 
seems to take two forms; the fish (we are 
Christians), and the fish that has evolved 


legs and sometimes bears the name 
DARWIN (we think Christians are dumb). 

// We could publicly and 
with good humour challenge 
the Conflict Model" 

There’s an opportunity here for 
Christians who believe in evolution, which 
hopefully (in the UK) is most of us. We 
could publicly and with good humour 
challenge the Conflict Model. I mean to 
do it but haven’t got around to it, but shall 
we? We should have two fish on our car 
bumpers, one with legs and one without. 
And they should of course be kissing each 
other in mutual affection! 

The Revd Nigel Jones is the Vicar of St Andrews 
Caver sham. 
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of sinners, nor sits in 
the seat of scoffers;'I 


his delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and on his 
m he meditates day 
night. He is like a 
planted by streams 
of water that yields 
its fruit in its season, 



May prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only; please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 


Coming and Goings 


The Revd Sally Bottomer has been 
appointed Rector of Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp; The 
Revd Martin Williams has resigned 
from the post of Rector of Gerrards Cross 
with Fulmer; The Revd Margaret Bird 
has retired from the post of Assistant 
Curate of New Windsor; The Revd 
Vanessa Watts has been appointed 
Assistant Curate of Christ Church, 
Abingdon; The Revd Jenny Ellis has 
been appointed Associate Minister of 
West Wycombe with Bledlow Ridge, 
Bradenham and Radnage; The Revd 


Timothy Laundon has been appointed 
Associate Minister of New Windsor; 

The Revd Dominic Meering has been 
appointed Associate Minister of Holy 
Trinity, Hazlemere; The Revd Geoff 
Bayliss has been appointed Area Dean of 
Cowley; 

The Revd Canon John Blair has been 
given permission to officiate. 

We recall with sadness the deaths of The 

Revd David Colby and The Revd Hugh 
Williams. 


Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

Jesus told them a parable about their 
need to pray always and not to lose heart. 

Luke 18:1 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

TUESDAY 1 St Hugh, Banbury: Anita 
Smith and Colin Smith. For building 
links with the new housing estates. For 
confidence to share our faith. 

WEDNESDAY 2 St Leonard, Banbury: 

Sue Burchell and Sue Ayliff. For our 
work with children and families, and 
particularly with the schools in the 
parish: St Leonard’s and Dashwood 
Academy. For our plans for installing a 
kitchen and disabled toilet. St Leonards 
Primary School. 

THURSDAY 3 St Mary, Banbury: Philip 
Cochrane, Jeff West, Louise Adey Huish 
and Roger Verrall. For the launch of our 
new Vision statement and 2022 plan: that 
it will excite and engage both the church 
and the town. For St Marys Primary 
School as it seeks to develop as a learning, 
transforming and growing community. 

FRIDAY 4 St Paul, Banbury: Daniel 
McGowan, Richard Power, Susan 
Johnston, Dennis Smith and Jeannette 
Law. Pray that we might make Jesus’ 


substitutionary death and life-giving 
resurrection the focus of church life; that 
we might be more effective in fulfilling 
Jesus’ mandate to make disciples. For us 
to increasingly share our very lives’ as 
Paul did with the Thessalonians. 

SATURDAY 5 Bloxham with Milcombe 
and South Newington: Dale Gingrich, 
Michael Campling, Michael Howard, 
Graham Osgood, Olwen Smith, John 
Smith and Christine Turner. For 
God’s blessings on our schools, care 
homes, doctors and dentists’ surgeries, 
promoting wisdom, health and wholeness 
in the community. Give thanks for 
engagement with newcomers through a 
shared welcome pack with our Baptist 
and Roman Catholic partners in ministry. 
Bloxham Primary School. 

MONDAY 7 Bodicote: Sarah Sharp, 
Elizabeth Smith and Brian Gardner. 

For our new communities on Longford 
Park and Cotefield: that they may find 
hospitality, particularly from the church 
community. For the church community, 
that through prayer and contemplation 
it will have the courage and compassion 
to embrace the challenges of being 
the children of God where it is. Bishop 
Loveday Primary School. 

TUESDAY 8 Deddington with Barford, 
Clifton and Hempton: Annie Goldthorp 
and Paula Smith. For our work with 
families, both old and young, in the 
benefice; give thanks for the growth of 
the family services. For the Exploring 
Christianity course at the pub in Clifton. 
Deddington Primary School. 


WEDNESDAY 9 Ironstone: John 
Reader, Hugh White and Lindy 
Bridgeman. For the future of St Peter’s, 
Hanwell and its response to the new 
housing estates. For the continued 
progress of our Eco Church project. 
Shenington Primary School and Wroxton 
Primary School. 

THURSDAY 10 Ascension Day Shires’ 
Edge: Hilary Campbell. For the season 
of fetes that we are entering to be a 
good and supportive time for the village 
communities. For the Little Lights group 
for pre-school children and their carers: 
give thanks for developing relationships 
and worship together across the ages. 
Cropredy Primary School. 

FRIDAY 11 Wykeham: Ronald Hawkes, 
John Tattersall and Elisabeth Hawkes. 

For the continued success of the Junior 
Youth Group; for Bella, Tom and Lucy 
who are running this group. Give thanks 
for those who attended our Lent Series 
on World Religions, the Middle East and 
Christianity and pray that the desire to 
learn and grow in faith will continue. 
Bishop Carpenter Primary School, Sibford 
Gower Endowed Primary School, Sibford 
Friends School and Swalcliffe Park School. 

SATURDAY 12 Lambourn Valley: 

Martin Cawte and The Ven Christine 
Allsopp. For the confirmation candidates. 
For the process of reordering the interior 
of St Michael and All Angels, Lambourn, 
which will create a better worship area 
around a new nave altar. Lambourn 
Primary School. 


MONDAY 14 East Downland: John 
Toogood, Douglas Dales and William 
McDowell. For our confirmation 
candidates. For the continued success 
of Tea & Toast and all our mission and 
outreach activites. Beedon Primary School 
and Stockcross Primary School. 

Bishop Colin confirming at St Helen and St 
Katharine School, Abingdon. 

TUESDAY 15 Greenham: David McLeod, 
John Bramhall, Brian Jones, Carolyn 
Bramhall and Daphne Washbrook. For 
our work with children, families and The 
Willows school. For our Fresh Expression, 
SHINE, where we gather for prayer, 
worship and to serve the community in 
practical ways. 

WEDNESDAY 16 Hermitage: Luci 
Morriss, Meg Kirby, Simon Thorn, 

Wendy Willoughby-Paul, Cathy Hawkins, 
Margaret Fisher, Anthea Platt, Chaplain 
at Downe House School and Rob Wynford- 
Harris. For the right person to hear God’s 
call to become our new team rector. For the 
appointment of a team administrator. Cold 
Ash St Mark’s Primary School; Compton 
Primary School; Hampstead Norreys 
Primary School; Yattendon Primary 
School. 

THURSDAY 17 Hungerford with 
Denford: Revd Mike Saunders, Revd 
Nigel Sands, Mike Morecroft and Alison 
Saunders. Give thanks for our home groups 
and pray that every member grows in faith. 
Give thanks for those on the Alpha course 
and pray for each of them to meet God. For 
more leaders as our Sunday school grows. 

FRIDAY 18 Newbury Deanery: Mark 
Bennet, Terry Winrow, Bruce Laurie, Philip 
Reed and Mark Knight. For the revision 
of our Mission Action Plan to reflect more 
fully the needs of our rural communities 
and the planned development in the area; 
for the planning team as they consult and 
engage with PCCs and benefice councils. 

SATURDAY 19 St George and St John, 
Newbury: Becky Bevan, Debbie Davison 
and Terry Winrow. For our connections 
with children and young people. For our 
preparations for Thy Kingdom Come 
events in the parish. St John the Evangelist 
Infant and Nursery School, Newbury. 

MONDAY 21 St Nicolas, Newbury and 
St Mary, Speen: Will Hunter Smart, Will 
Briggs, Joy Mawdesley, Gill Briggs, Amba 
Kennedy, Ed Carthy and Jane Sutton. 

For St Mary, Speen, as they continue 
to work on their Mission Action Plan. 

For St Nicolas, Newbury, for a growing 


prayerfulness as a church following the 
week of prayer. St Nicolas Junior School. 

TUESDAY 22 Shaw cum Donnington: 

Marion Wood and Jo Stuckey. For an 
increase in numbers. For a positive impact 
through our family and youth work (Messy 
Church, Junior Choir and Youth Drop In). 
Shaw-cum-Donnington Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 23 Thatcham: Mark 
Bennet, Pat Jones, Brenda Harland and 
Marion Fontaine. For the fruitfulness of 
our engagement with the Partnership for 
Missional Church. Give thanks and pray 
for development of the strong links with 
Thatcham Park School. For the elderly and 
frail in the parish, and for our CAMEO 
group and work with home communion 
and visiting. For the parish as it engages 
with the financial challenges which face it. 

THURSDAY 24 Walbury Beacon: 

Mark Wilson, Matthew Cookson and Sue 
Webster. For Revd Matthew Cookson, who 
will retire on 30 June. For the benefice 
as we try to discern our way forward, 
following our Benefice Conference on 10 
March. Enborne Primary School; St Mary’s, 
Kintbury Primary School. 

FRIDAY 25 West Downland: Miri Keen, 
Mary Harwood and John Avery. For our 
partnership in mission with our primary 
schools. For wisdom to discern how we may 
continue to grow in mutual support on a 
benefice-wide basis. Brightwalton Primary 
School; St Andrew’s, Chaddleworth 
Primary School; Shefford Primary School; 
Welford and Wickham Primary School. 

SATURDAY 26 Milton Keynes Deanery: 

Tim Norwood, David Thorn, Alan 
Hodgetts, Linda Kirk, Alison Drury, Adrian 
Prisk, Ann Harris, Stephen Norrish and 
Paul Oxley. For those who are living on the 


streets of Milton Keynes and the groups 
who are working to end homelessness. For 
our church plants, transplants and fresh 
expressions. For the growing number of 
people living below the poverty line. 

MONDAY 28 Bletchley: David 
McDougall, Ben Thorpe, Matthew Beer, 
Sam Muthuveloe, Andrew Walmsley, 
Hannah Akibo-Betts, Philip Bates, Jacqui 
Butcher and Maryann Brooks. For our 
Historic Church Yard Project, which is 
developing an honouring, prayerful and 
beautiful space. For our new Discipleship 
programme ‘Meat not Milk’. Cold Harbour 
Primary School, Bletchley. 

TUESDAY 29 Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes: Revd Ernesto Lozada- 
Uzuriaga, Revd George Mwaura, Fr 
Francis, Fr Pious, Fr Alijo, Emily Howie 
and Peter Robinson. For us to deepen our 
understanding of being contemplative, 
courageous and compassionate in a 
multicultural and multi ethnic context. 
May God bless the partnerships we have 
established to carry forward the mission of 
God in Milton Keynes with the Society of 
Sacred Mission and St Mark’s Church. 

WEDNESDAY 30 Fenny Stratford: 

Victor Bullock, Ian Thomas and John 
Hibbard. For success in our mission 
visiting. For a successful Fenny Poppers 
community event in which we will fire our 
miniature cannon. 

THURSDAY 31 Stantonbury and 
Willen: Chuks Iwuagwu, David Lewis, 
Margaret Moakes, Nicola Martyn-Beck, 
Mike Morris, Maggie Prisk, Paul Smith 
and Colin Taylor. For the appointment of 
a new minister to the team. For ongoing 
initiatives to build partnership across 
our six congregations. St Andrew’s Infant 
School, Great Linford. 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 



Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 6 Bishop Colin confirming at Goring, Streatley 
and South Stoke with Cholsey; Bishop Andrew confirming at 
Bradfield College and Sunninghill. 

SUNDAY 13 Bishop Steven confirming at St Mary the Virgin, 
Oxford; Bishop Colin confirming at Shiplake College and at 
Aston Rowant. 

SUNDAY 20 Pentecost Bishop Colin confirming at Kingham 
Hill. 


SUNDAY 27 Trinity Sunday Bishop Andrew confirming at St 
Matthew’s, Reading. 

Links 

Prayers from Christian Concern for One World: 

www.ccow.org.uk/weekly-prayer-email 

Topical prayers from the Church of England: 

www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/topical- 

prayers.aspx 



The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 

The Hospital, founded in I I 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 

Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No.202751 
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COMMUNION LINEN 


The finest purificators, palls, lavabo 
towels, corporals - at affordable prices 

Made by Zimbabwe Mothers’ Union 
In support of its outreach work in 
the Anglican church there. 

MATABELELAND CHURCH LINENS 
11 Margetts Close,Kenilworth,CV8 1EN 
Email: matabelelinens@gmail.com 



To advertise in the Door 
please call Glenda on 
01752 225623 
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ST. MARY'S CONVENT WANTAGE 

St Mary's Convent offers a variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet Days and Group Retreats. 
Also, Conference facilities and private stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the Eucharist and Daily office in 
St Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 

Tel: 01235 763141 

Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 

www.csmv.co.uk 



Rail and Culture 


Rail based holidays from the UK 

Portugal, Italy, Spain, France, Bulgaria, Slovenia, Slovakia, 
Baltics, Scandinavia, Ecuador, India, Peru, Cuba, Alaska 

01235 227288 www.ptg.co.uk ®ABTA 


ABTA NO.Y2193 



WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 

HOLY LAND 

Under the leadership of 

The Rev'd Kevin Smith 

T . t 


14 - 21 November 2019 

Vs 


Lightline Pilgrimages 

Coopersale Hall Farm 
Epping CM16 7PE 


For a brochure please call: 

01992 576 065 




Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


To 

advertise 
in the Door 
please call 
Glenda 
on 01752 
225623 
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Events in May 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the June issue is Monday 7 May. 



A butterfly emerges from a chrysalis. See 15 May for an opportunity to reflect on this 
amazing transformation. Photo:Shutterstock. 


FRIDAY 4 MAY 


Oxford: Siobhan Grimes from 
Christian Aid speaks on the topic 
‘Together we are stronger than 
the storms - stories of hope from 
Haiti/ The House of St Gregory 
and St Macrina, 1 Canterbury 
Road. At 12.30pm tea and coffee 
are available. Bring a packed 
lunch. The talk begins at 1pm. 
Discussion follows the speaker 
and the meeting closes at 2pm. 

SATURDAY 5 MAY 


Didcot: Start of bank holiday 
weekend Flower Festival at All 
Saints’ Church with the theme 
‘Events in History’. Opening times 
are Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday 
2pm - 5pm and Monday 10am - 
4pm. Also book sale on Saturday 
and table-top sale on Monday, 
both in the adjacent Youth and 
Community Hall. Entrance £1. For 
more details contact tabletopsale@ 
didcotallsaints.org.uk. Proceeds to 
church projects. 

MONDAY 7 MAY 


Weston Turville: Cream teas at St 
Mary the Virgin Church, Church 
Lane, HP22 5SH from 3-5pm. For 
more information contact Wendy 
Prestage (01296 614699) or see 
www.stmaryswt.org. 

SATURDAY 12 MAY 


Caversham: Erleigh Cantors 
present An Evening of Choral 
Music, St Peter’s Church, 7.30pm. 
Music by Bob Chilcott, Orlando 
Gibbons, Howard Goodall, 

Gustav Holst, Henry Purcell, 

John Sheppard, Thomas Tallis, 
Ralph Vaughan-Williams, plus 
a selection of Tudor anthems. 
Tickets available from Richard 
Larkin (07557 049092), Ian 
Westley (0118 947 8382) or on the 
door. £12 (£10 concessions and £5 
students) including refreshments. 
In aid of St Peter’s Church and 
The Alexander Devine Children’s 
Hospice. 

Prestwood: Spring Concert, 

Holy Trinity Church, HP16 
OH J. Prestwood’s annual concert 
celebrating local talent, 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10 from Prestwood Post 
Office or phone 01494 866173, or 
on the door. 

SUNDAY 13 MAY 


WINSLOW: Choral Evensong, 

St Laurence Church, 6pm. Revd 
Canon Dr Joanna Collicutt will be 
preaching on Ageing, Dementia 
and Spirituality. 

TUESDAY 15 MAY 


Oxford: Parable Garden Quiet 
Day on ‘Reflecting His Glory’ - the 


transformation from caterpillar 
to butterfly. The Lodge and 
Stables, Old Boars Hill, 0X1 
5 JJ, 9.30am - 2.00pm. We will 
be looking at the life cycle and 
miraculous metamorphosis 
of the butterfly and hope to 
discover some parallels with our 
own spiritual journeys. Lunch 
provided. Suggested donation 
£15. Book by emailing contact@ 
parable-garden.org or write to 
Caroline Steel, 18 The Paddocks, 
Yarnton, Oxon 0X5 1TF. 

THURSDAY 17 MAY 


Freeland: Drop-in Quiet Day 
with Revd John Whit well at the 
Old Parsonage, 0X29 8AJ, 10am 
- 4pm. Eucharist with address 
12.30pm. Bring a packed lunch. 

No charge; contributions welcome. 

FRIDAY 18 MAY 


Aldworth: Music on a Summer’s 
Eve, St Mary’s Church, 7.30pm. 
Return visit of Guy Fishman, 
Principal Cellist of Boston’s 
Handel and Haydn Society, 
performing Suites for Solo Cello by 
J.S. Bach with readings by Richard 
Ingrams. Tickets (£15.00) in aid 
of the church available from Lily, 
01635 578936, or allenmaurice5@ 
gmail.com and Aldworth Saturday 
market. 

Bampton: The King’s Consort 
concert with Julia Doyle, soprano: 
glorious baroque music by Handel 
and his Italian contemporaries. St 
Mary the Virgin, 7.30pm. Tickets 
from Witley Press Ltd, 24-26 
Greevegate, Hunstanton PE36 
6AD; 01485 535071. A Music in 
Country Churches event, www. 
musicincountrychurches.co.uk. 

SATURDAY 19 MAY 


Bampton: English Chamber 
Orchestra concert with Howard 
Shelley, director and piano, 


John Anderson, oboe. Works by 
Hummel and Mozart. St Mary 
the Virgin, 7.30pm. Tickets 
from Witley Press Ltd, 24-26 
Greevegate, Hunstanton PE36 
6AD; 01485 535071. A Music in 
Country Churches event, www. 
musicincountrychurches.co.uk. 

Hambleden: Concert by the 
Emmanuel Apostolic Gospel 
Academy Choir, Church of St Mary 
the Virgin, 7.30pm. Tickets £15 at 
the door. 

Chalgrove: Organ Recital, St 
Mary’s Church, 7.30pm by Dr 
Joseph Nolan, organist and 
Master of Choristers at St George’s 
Cathedral, Perth, Australia. 
Suggested donation £7. Enquiries 
to friends@chalgrovechurch.org or 
01865 400402. 

SUNDAY 20 MAY 


Oxford: Eco Festival at Holy 
Trinity Church, Headington 
Quarry, 2-5pm. Stalls in the 
Coach House, Quarry Road 
including: Oxford City Council 
Recycling Team, Thames Water, 
Co-Wheels, Joju Solar, plus 
bike repair, gardening and eco 
retrofit. Short talks in the church 
including: recycling, air quality in 
Oxford, organic farming, smart 
tech. Free entry. See www.hthq. 
org.uk for programme details. 

SUNDAY 27 MAY 


Weston Turville: Cream teas at St 
Mary the Virgin Church, Church 
Lane, HP22 5SH from 3-5pm. For 
more information contact Wendy 
Prestage (01296 614699) or see 
www.stmaryswt.org. 

MONDAY 28 MAY 


Penn Street: Cream Teas from 
3-5pm on Bank Holiday Monday 
and Sundays until 30 September 
at Holy Trinity, HP7 OPX. 































































